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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 


1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (Statute  Acres)  ... 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate,  June, 
1938)  

Population  (Census  1931)  ... 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (per  Rate  Book)  ... 

Rateable  value 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 
Total  Rates  in  the  £ 


4,717 

14,520 

12,901 

3,974 

£79,402 

£310 

14/- 


2.  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births — Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Stillbirths 
Birth  Rate 


Males 

Females 

Total 

103 

99 

202 

7 

4 

11 

4 

3 

7 

. . . 

... 

14. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  69 

Death-Rate 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  ... 

Deaths  from  Measles 

Deaths  from  Diarrohea  funder  two  years  o 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 


60  129 

11.6 
Nil 
Sixteen 
T wo 

f age)  Two 
...Seventeen 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the  year  1938. 


1 beg  to  present  my  annual  report  on  the  health  of  the 
district  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1938. 

General  employment  was  good,  fifty-six  new  houses  were 
erected;  births  exceeded  deaths  by  84;  and  the  Registrar 
General's  estimate  of  the  resident  population  in  the  middle  of 
June  was  14,520,  an  increase  of  160  over  the  previous  year’s 
figure. 

The  birth-rate  ( 14.6)  was  the  lowest  during  the  past  ten 
years,  and  the  infantile  mortality  rate  increased  from  56  to  75. 
There  were,  however,  no  maternal  deaths,  and  a slight  reduction 
in  the  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  recorded. 

A slight  rise  in  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  was 
occasioned  chiefly  by  the  increased  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria 
and  erysipelas.  Xo  explanation  was  apparent  in  conection  with  the 
latter  disease,  but  commenting  on  the  former,  I must  again 
reiterate  that  clinical  cases  reported  represent  but  a fraction  of 
the  actual  infection  present  in  any  area.  Missed  cases  and 
“silent”  or  symptomless  carriers  always  ensure  the  prevalence 
of  this  disease  in  unprotected  districts.  Successful  protection 
of  the  population  by  artificial  immunisation  has  been  conclusively 
demonstrated  in  this  country  and  abroad.  It  would  be  of  great 
benefit  to  this  district  if  all  the  children  between  the  ages  of 
1 and  15  years  were  artificially  immunised. 

An  outbreak  of  smallpox  occurred  during  the  months  of 
July  and  August,  and  necessitated  an  extraordinary  amount  of 
work  in  the  department.  A special  report  on  an  investigation 
into  the  outbreak  was  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Committee 
in  September,  and  copies  were  transmitted  to  the  Minister  of 
Health  and  the  County  Medical  ( ffficer  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (outside  London)  Regula- 
tions, 1935.  For  record  purposes  the  substantial  of  the  report 
have  been  reproduced  in  the  present  text. 
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Points  of  statistical  note  were  the  increased  number  of 
deaths  from  cancer,  organic  heart  disease  and  diseases  of  the 
respiratory  organs.  These  alone  accounted  for  53%  of  the  total 
deaths  registered. 

Air  Raid  Precautions  services  entailed  a considerable  amount 
of  attention;  particularly  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  This  new 
branch  of  local  government  service  is  expanding  rapidly,  and  it 
is  expected  that  future  reports  will  record  more  than  passing 
mention  of  the  time  devoted  to  its  organisation. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  W.  ROBERTS, 

July,  1938.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

PHYSICAL  AND  SOCIAL. 

The  county  district  of  Irlam  in  Lancashire  is  roughly  square 
in  formation,  with  sides  over  three  and  a half  miles  long. 

The  district  boundaries  on  the  North  march  with  those  of 
Tyldesley,  Worsley  and  Leigh,  on  the  South  with  the  Manchester 
Ship  Canal,  on  the  East  with  Eccles  and  on  the  West  with  the 
banks  of  the  River  Glaze. 

A considerable  area  of  the  great  Chat  Moss  comes  within  the 
district  and,  being  unfit  for  building  upon,  is  almost  all  under 
cultivation. 

The  residents  are  thus  provided  with  an  area  quasi-rural  in 
character,  which  makes  a relieving  contrast  to  the  industrial 
nature  of  the  district  on  its  southern  borders. 

Irlam  provides  the  usual  material  amenities  for  its  residents 
in  the  form  of  drainage,  gas  and  water  mains,  telephone  and 
electric  cables.  The  municipally-owned  dwellings  provide  excel- 
lent accommodation  for  many  working-class  families,  and  parks 
and  playing-fields  are  maintained  in  convenient  situations  for 
public  use. 

A variety  of  industries  is  carried  on  in  the  district.  The 
following  list  is  a brief  summary  : — 

Steel  and  iron  works,  soap  works,  margarine  and  lard  manu- 
factories, coal  tips,  tar  works,  wallpaper  works,  basket  works, 
general  engineering  and  market  gardening. 

The  unemployed  figures  supplied  by  the  local  Employment 
Exchange  shew  that  approximately  5.5%  of  the  male  population 
over  18  years  of  age,  and  11.3%  of  the  females  were  unemployed 
during  the  year  1938. 
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No  conditions  of  occupation  or  environment  which  appear 
to  have  had  a prejudicial  effect  on  health  were  noted  during-  the 

POPULATION. 

The  resident  population  of  Irlam  estimated  by  the  Registrar 
General  in  June,  1938,  was  14,520,  an  increase  of  1,619  over  the 
1981  Census  figures. 

The  increase  during  the  year  of  births  over  deaths  was  84. 

In  addition  to  the  resident  population  large  numbers  from 
outside  journey  daily  to  and  from  the  various  works  in  the 
district. 

From  information  furnished  by  the  principal  employers  it  is 
estimated  that  over  7.000  persons  were  employed  in  the  district 
at  the  31st  December,  1938.  Of  this  number  over  40%  resided 
in  other  districts. 


BIRTHS. 

Boys  110;  Girls  103;  Total  213. 

The  total  number  of  births  belonging  to  the  district  after 
the  necessary  adjustments  for  inward  and  outward  transfers  was 
213. 

This  gave  a birth  rate  of  14.6  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as 
against  17.2  for  the  previous  year. 

The  birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales  for  1938  was  15.1. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

There  were  sixteen  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of 
age  during  1938  (males  10,  females  6). 

The  infantile  death-rate  per  1,000  live  births  for  England 
and  Wales  was  53. 

The  following  table  gives  the  infant  mortality  rate  for  this 
district  during  the  past  five  years  :• — 

1934  1935  1936  1937  1938 

95  48  39  56  75 

DEATHS. 

Males  69;  Females  60;  Total  129. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  was  82  but 
deducting  6 deaths  of  persons  not  usually  resident  in  this  district 
and  adding  53  deaths  of  residents  which  occurred  in  other 
districts  the  corrected  number  was  129. 


This 

gave 

a death 

-rate  of  1 1 t 

) per 

j 

1,000  o 

f the  po 

pulation 

pared 

with 

12.0  in 

1937. 

The  < 

death- 

-rate  for  the  whole 

of  E 

ngland 

and  W; 

des  was 

per  1 
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of  the 

total  populat 

ion. 

Table 

of  deaths  in 

the  several 

wards 

; — 

Males 

Females  Total 

Irlam 

War 

•d 

26 

23 

49 

Irlam 

Cent 

:ral  Ward 

• • • 

13 

12 

25 

Cadis 

head 

Central 

Ward  ... 

10 

11 

21 

Cadishead 

Ward 

20 

14 

34 

69 

60 

129 

UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS  AND  INQUESTS. 

During  the  year  there  were  seventeen  deaths  (12  male,  5 
female)  registered  in  which  the  causes  of  death  were  not  certified 
by  medical  practitioners. 

There  were  eleven  inquests  held  and  the  coroner’s  verdicts 
were  as  follows  : — 

Accidental  Death  ...  ...  8 

Meningitis  ...  ...  1 

Hypostatic  Pneumonia  ...  1 

Silicosis  ...  ...  ...  1 

CANCER  (MALIGNANT  DISEASE). 

There  were  seventeen  deaths  from  cancer  (7  males,  10  fe- 
males), giving  a rate  of  1.17  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

CLASSIFIED  DEATHS  FROM  CANCER. 


Localisation 

1936 

1937 

1938 

Tongue  and  Mouth 

— 

— 

— 

Pharynx  ... 

— 

■ — 

— 

Oesophagus 

1 

— 

— 

Stomach  ... 

2 

3 

2 

Respiratory  Organs 

i 

2 

i 

Pancreas 

— 

— 

i 

Liver 

2 

— 

2 

Intestinal  Tract 

3 

3 

5 

Generative  Organs 

2 

3 

i 

Breast 

2 

— 

3 

Other  or  Unspecified  Organs  ... 

3 

3 

2 

Totals 

16 

14 

17 

Deaths  from  all  causes 

128 

132 

129 

ORGANIC  HEART  DISEASE. 


Thirty-five  deaths, 
of  the  population. 


giving  a 
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death-rate  of  2.41 


per  1,000 


RESPIRATORY  ORGANS. 


Twcntv-four  deaths  (bronchitis,  pneumonia  and  other 
respiratory  diseases)  giving  a death-rate  of  1.65  per  1,000. 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

The  table  below  gives  the  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious 
disease.  There  has  been  no  serious  epidemic,  the  number  of 
cases  approximating  to  the  average  for  the  previous  live  years. 

As  a result  of  the  smallpox  outbreak,  chickenpox  was  made 
compulsory  notifiable  for  three  months,  two  cases  only  being 
not  fied  during  that  period. 

Diphtheria  antitoxin  is  available  to  all  medical  practitioners  at 
the  Public  Health  Office.  One  hundred  and  fourteen  8,000  unit 
phials  were  distributed  during  the  year. 

livery  case  of  diphtheria  is  carefully  investigated  to  discover 
the  source  of  infection,  particularly  amongst  school  children,  and, 
whilst  carriers  are  occasionally  discovered,  in  the  majority  of 
cases  the  source  of  infection  cannot  be  traced.  Immunisation 
again:  t tins  disease  appears  to  be  the  only  satisfactory  hope  for 
its  prevention. 

The  number  of  notifications  of  acute  primary  and  influenzal 
pneumonia  must  not  be  considered  to  indicate  the  true  incidence 
of  pneumonia.  When  comparing  the  number  of  cases  notified 
with  the  deaths  registered,  it  should  be  remembered  that  the 
Registrar  General’s  classification  includes  deaths  from  all  forms 
of  pneumonia. 


TABLE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
(other  than  Tuberculosis). 


Disease 

No. 

Notified 

Removed  to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Smallpox 

1 

1 



Diphtheria... 

25 

7 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

24 

1 

— 

ChickenPox 

2 





Acute  Poliomyelitis 

i 

1 



Puerperal  Fever 

i 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

22 

3 

12 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

i 

— 



Erysipelas  ... 

13 

— 

Total 

90 

14 

14 

Disinfection  was  carried  out  as  in  previous  years  by  spraying 
infected  rooms  with  formalin  solution  and  fumigating  with 
vapour.  Disinfectants  are  supplied  free. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  IN  DIAGNOSIS  OF 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  bacteriological  examina- 
tions ot  specimens  sent  from  this  district  during  the  year.  The 
examinations  of  sputum  for  human  tuberculosis  are  carried  out 
at  the  laboratory  of  the  District  Consultant  Tuberculosis  Officer. 
Other  specimens  are  forwarded  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
of  the  Victoria  University  of  Manchester. 


Diphtheria  Typhoid  Fever  Tuberculosis 


Total 

Positive 

Total 

Positive 

Total 

Positive 

82 

22 

5 

63 

5 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  of  deaths  from 
the  disease  are  given  in  the  following  table  : — 


0- l 

1- 5 
5-10 

10-15 
15-20 
20-25 
25-35 
35-45 
45-55 
55-65 
65  & over 


Totals 


New  Cases 


Deaths 


Age  Period 


Non-  Non- 

Pulmonaryi  Pulmonary  Pulmonary;  Pulmonary 


M. 


F. 


I 1 


M. 


F. 


1 
1 

2 

1 


1 


M. 


1 


F. 


M. 


F. 

1 


Seven  cases  received  sanatorium  treatment  during  the  year. 

The  notification  of  tuberculosis  was  satisfactory,  and  it  was 
not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  regarding  cases  of  neglect 
or  refusal  to  notify.  All  deaths  from  tuberculosis  were  previously 
notified. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

AREA. 


HOSPITAL  \CC( )M MODATION 

(a)  l x lot  or s Dislasks  otiikr  than  Smau.pox. 

The  scheme  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Health  by  the 
Lancashire  Cf)unty  Council  under  section  63  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act,  1929,  for  the  provision  of  adequate  hospital  accom- 
modation in  connexion  with  the  treatment  of  infectious  diseases 
in  the  countv,  provides  that  for  infectious  disease  other  than 
smallpox.  Irlam  should  be  grouped  with  the  lion  ughs  of  Stret- 
ford and  Ecclcs,  and  the  Urban  Districts  of  Farnworth  and 
Urmston  ; these  authorities  constituting  Area  XXV  of  the  county 
scheme.  The  minimum  number  of  beds  to  be  provided  for  the 
area  is  110,  and  the  Urban  District  Council  is  responsible  for  the 
reservation  of  10  of  this  number. 

The  Minister's  approval  to  the  County  Scheme  was  received 
in  February,  1938,  and  in  May  1938,  an  agreement  was  completed 
between  the  Salford  Corporation  and  the  authorities  concerned 
for  the  treatment  of  patients  at  the  Ladywell  Sanatorium. 

(b)  Smallpox. 

For  the  provision  of  adequate  hospital  accommodation  for 
the  treatment  of  smallpox,  the  County  Scheme  includes  Trlam 
in  Area  XIV  along  with  the  Borough  of  Eccles,  and  six  beds 
are  required  to  be  reserved  for  the  two  authorities. 

Several  joint  meetings  have  been  held  between  the  represen- 
tatives of  Eccles  and  Irlam  and,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  negotia- 
tions were  in  progress  for  the  reservation  of  six  beds  at  Salford 
Corporation’s  smallpox  hospital,  Drinkwater  Park. 

Pending  satisfactory  completion  of  the  new  scheme  the 
Urban  Council  remains  a party  to  a special  agreement  with  Man- 
chester Corporation  for  the  treatment  of  smallpox  cases  at 
Clayton  Hospital. 

(c)  Gf.nkral. 

For  general  purposes  the  hospitals  in  Manchester,  Salford 
and  Flixton  were  utilised. 

1 he  Public  Assistance  hospitals  for  the  area  are  at  Patricroft 
and  Flixton. 

1 here  is  no  institutional  provision  in  the  district  for  un- 
married mothers,  illegitimate  or  homeless  children. 
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No  day  nurseries,  tuberculosis  dispensaries  or  clinics  for 
the  treatment  of  venereal  diseases  are  provided  in  the  district. 

The  Council  makes  annual  contributions  to  the  Manchester 
and  Salford  medical  charities  and  the  Cedes  Hospital. 

A MP>  U LA  N CE  FAC  I LI  T I ES 

(a)  Infectious  cases  are  removed  in  the  motor  ambulances 
provided  by  the  Salford  Corporation. 

( b ) A motor  ambulance  is  provided  and  maintained  by  the 
Council,  and  is  available  day  and  night,  for  the  removal  of  cases 
of  accident  or  sudden  illness,  and  by  arrangement  for  cases 
requiring  hospital  or  surgical  treatment.  The  service  was 
adequate.  Statistical  information  as  to  the  use  and  cost  of  the 
Council’s  service  is  given  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 

MORTUARY 

Six  bodies  were  brought  into  the  mortuary  during  the  year, 
(residents  3,  non-residents  3). 

LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS 

The  following  have  been  adopted  by  the  Council  : 

ACT  Date  of  Adoption 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890 

(Part  3)  7th  Oct.,  1896 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890  ...20th  Sept.,  1896 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907 

Parts  2,  4,  6 and  Section  95)  ...  ...  24th  Oct.,  1910 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892  ...  ...  ...  2nd  Mar.  1925 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  (sections  21  and  22)  ...26th  June,  1926 

BYE-LAWS 

With  respect  to  New  Buildings,  etc.  ...  ...20th  Sept.,  1926 

With  respect  to  Parks  & Pleasure  Grounds  ...  5th  Apr.,  1927 

Respecting  the  Trade  of  Fish  Frier,  made  under 
the  Irlam  (Offensive  Trade)  Confirmation 
Order,  1927  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5th  Sept.,  1927 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

Through  the  local  District  Nursing  Association  the  services 
of  two  nurses  are  available  for  general  nursing.  The  Association 
is  entirely  voluntary. 

There  is  no  employment  of  (or  subsidy  to)  practising  mid- 
wives in  the  district  by  the  Council.  The  Midwives  Act  is 
administered  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council.  There  were  five 
midwives  practising  in  the  district. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  WORK. 


This  work  is  administered  by  the  Lancashire  County 
Council.  There  are  two  clinics  in  the  district,  and  sessions  were 
held  once  a week  through  ut  the  year  on  Wednesdays.  Good 
attendances  were  maintained. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

\'o  maternal  deaths  were  notified  in  this  area  during  1938. 

1 lie  maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  for  England 
and  Wales  was  3.08.  Enquiries  respecting  maternal  deaths  in  this 
district  tire  made  bv  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

SCHOOLS. 

All  schools  in  the  district  are  visited  at  regular  intervals  by 
the  County  Council  inspecting  staff,  and,  in  addition,  your  local 
officials  make  periodical  inspections  with  regard  to  sanitary 
arrangements  generally. 

TABLE  I 

IRLAM  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Causes  of  Death  for  the  year  1938.  Classified  under  the 
Headings  of  the  Abridged  List  of  Causes. 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

1 

1 

Other  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

Cancer 

7 

in 

17 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

1 

— 

1 

Heart  Disease  ... 

18 

17 

35 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

2 

2 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

9 

3 

12 

Bronchitis 

— 

3 

3 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

2 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

— 

2 

2 

Measles  ... 

i 

i 

2 

Diptheria 

i 

i 

2 

Influenza 

3 

3 

6 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

— 

1 

i 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

1 

3 

4 

Other  Liver  Diseases  ... 

1 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

— 

1 

1 

Congenital  Debility,  Prematurity,  etc 

8 

2 

in 

Syphilis  ... 

i 

l 

Senility  ... 

1 

— 

l 

Violence  ... 

6 

3 

9 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ...  ...j 

7 

6 

13 

Totals 

89 

60 

129 
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Area  of  District  ...  4,717  statute  acres.  Population  (census  1931)  . 


IRLAM  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Neonatorum 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

for  the  Year  1938 


1 have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  on  the  sanitary 
conditions  and  circumstances  of  the  district  for  the  year  ended 
3 1 st  December,  1938. 

The  Council’s  programme  for  dealing  with  houses  regarded 
as  unlit  for  habitation  was  continued  and  37  dwelling-houses 
were  demolished  in  pursuance  of  demolition  orders.  In  view  of 
the  lack  of  progress  in  demolition  work  reported  upon  in  1937, 
the  figures  for  the  year  under  review  are  regarded  as  satisfactory. 

A great  difficulty  in  connection  with  demolition  work  is  to 
secure  the  adequate  clearance  of  sites.  The  Housing  Act  gives 
no  power  to  require  sites  to  be  cleared  or  fenced  olt.  Con- 
sequently, the  heaps  of  debris  left  indiscriminately  about  after 
a house  has  been  demolished  become  a danger  to  children  and  an 
eyesore  to  the  general  public. 

Amendment  of  existing  legislation  giving  local  authorities 
power  to  require  complete  clearance  of  sites  would,  I think, 
receive  general  appreciation. 

Commenting  upon  housing  conditions  generally,  the  majority 
of  dwellings  may  be  described  as  of  the  working-class  type; 
approximately  65%  having  been  erected  during  the  past  20  years. 
The  district  is  free  from  congested  areas  and  serious  overcrowd- 
ing. 

There  is  no  shortage  of  houses.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
details  of  478  applications  for  council  houses  were  on  the  regis- 
ters, but  of  this  number  60  only  were  in  respect  of  families  living 
in  lodgings.  At  the  same  time  there  were  61  empty  properties 
in  the  district. 

Ten  cases  of  overcrowding  were  relieved  during  the  year, 
thus  reducing  the  total  number  of  overcrowded  houses  to  13. 
In  almost  all  cases  dealt  with,  overcrowding  was  found  to  be 
due  to  large  families,  and  not,  as  in  many  district,  to  inability 
to  pay  the  rents  demanded. 
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Xo  serious  difficulties  were  found  in  action  under  the  Public 
1 1 cal  1 1 1 cr  Housing  Acts.  In  only  18  cases  was  it  necessary  to 
serve  statutory  notices,  and  in  each  instance  the  defects 
enumerated  were  remedied  by  the  owners  concerned. 

Low  rents  are  sometimes  pleaded  as  the  reason  for  inability 
to  effect  immediate  repairs,  and  occasionally  owners  have  been 
found  to  he  averse  to  carrying  out  extensive  improvement  works 
on  account  of  the  possibility  of  increased  rate  assessments. 

The  Factories  Act,  1987,  came  into  operation  on  1st  July, 
19.  8,  and  a brief  synopsis  of  the  provisions  administered  by  the 
Public  Health  Department  is  given  in  the  text  of  the  report. 

As  in  previous  years  there  has  again  been  close  co-operation 
with  all  departments  of  the  Council,  and  I take  this  opportunity 
of  gratefully  acknowledging  the  friendly  and  valuable  help  of  the 
officials  and  their  staffs. 

Yours  obediently, 

L.  F.  ATHERTON, 

lulv,  1939.  Sanitary  Inspector. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  greater  part  of  the  Urban  District  is  served  by  the  mains 
of  the  Manchester  Corporation  : only  nine  properties  in  outlying 
parts  being  supplied  by  the  Warrington  Corporation.  Supplies 
were  constant  and  of  good  quality. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

Frequent  inspections  of  rivers  and  streams  were  made  during 
the  year,  and  complaints  of  flooding  affecting  land  in  the  vicinity 
of  Platts  Brook,  Jrlam,  were  investigated. 

The  flooding  was  found  to  be  caused  by  the  neglected  and 
overgrown  condition  of  the  watercourse  in  its  upper  reaches 
and,  as  the  land  affected  was  under  cultivation,  action  under  the 
Land  Drainage  Act,  1930,  was  indicated.  The  County  Council 
being  the  authority  in  this  district  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act, 
information  and  details  concerning  the  complaints  were  trans- 
mitted to  the  County  land  drainage  engineer.  The  matter  was 
receiving  attention  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  Council’s  housing  estates  and  a large  part  of  the  Cadis- 
head  area  are  drained  on  the  separate  system ; the  remainder 
of  the  district  on  the  combined  method. 


Apart  from  a few  isolated  houses  on  the  moss  area,  all 
properties  are  connected  to  the  sewers. 

Sewers  and  drains  are  regularly  flushed. 

1 he  large  sewer  follows  the  course  of  the  main  road,  and  is 
provided  with  two  storm-water  overflows,  (Platts  Brook  and 
lrlam  Brow). 


The  Activated  Sludge  system  is  the  method  employed  at  the 
Council’s  sewage  works,  and  a satisfactory  effluent  has  been 
maintained.  Frequent  samples  were  taken  by  the  inspectors  of 
the  Mersey  and  lrwell  Joint  Rivers  Committee. 


The  sewage  is  brought  to  the  works  by  gravitation,  and  on 
arrival,  passes  through  detritus  chambers  and  a preliminary  tank, 
after  which  it  is  screened.  Thence  over  a rectangular  weir  it 
flows  into  the  mixing  chamber  where  it  is  intimately  mixed  with 
the  sludge  from  the  re-aeration  tanks.  The  mixture  then  passes 
into  the  aeration  units  and  from  these  flows  to  the  settlement 
tanks.  Here,  the  sludge  settles  to  the  bottom,  leaving  the  clear 
effluent  to  pass  into  the  feed  channels  and  eventually  into  the 
river  Glaze.  The  sludge  is  forced  into  the  sludge  channel  which 
leads  to  the  re-aeration  tanks,  where,  after  a period  of  re- 
aeration, it  again  is  mixed  with  the  incoming  sewage  in  the 
mixing  chamber.  Thus  the  continuous  circulation  is  maintained. 


The  surplus  sludge  is  run  into  a lagoon  and,  after  digestion, 
is  run  off  and  dried  on  specially  prepared  beds.  The  sludge  is 
regularly  removed. 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 


The  following  particulars  are  given  of  conveniences  in  the 
district  at  the  end  of  1938  : — 


No.  of  fresh-water  closets  ... 
No.  of  waste- water  closets  ... 
No.  of  privy-middens 
No.  of  pail-closets 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT 


4,795 

21 

20 

82 


Thirty-two  smoke  observations  were  taken  during  the  year 
and,  where  excessive  emissions  of  black  smoke  were  recorded, 
visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  the  works  concerned. 

Excessive  black  smoke  is  probably  the  most  prevalent  nuis- 
ance in  the  district,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  bye-law 


IS 


proposed  under  Section  104  (1)  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
has  not  vet  received  the  official  approval  of  the  Minister  of 
Health. 


A draft  bye-law  on  the  lines  of  the  Ministry’s  model  has 
been  submitted,  but  had  not  been  sanctioned  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 


Lectures  and  demonstrations  on  smoke  abatement  and  boiler- 
house  practice  were  again  available  at  the  Manchester  College  of 
Technology  and,  as  in  previous  years,  the  attention  of  the  works’ 
managements  was  directed  to  the  facilities.  Several  firms 
authorised  their  employees  to  attend. 

H.M.  Inspector  for  the  Alkali,  etc.,  Works  Regulation  Act, 
visited  the  district  regularly,  and  this  department  continued  to 
assist  him  in  his  investigations  whenever  possible. 

Fifteen  householders  were  prosecuted  by  the  police  during 
the  vear  for  firing  domestic  chimneys. 

OFFLXSIVE  TRADES 

The  Council  has  adopted  bye-laws  for  the  regulation  of  the 
trade  of  fish-fryer,  and  these,  generally,  have  been  complied  with. 

The  fifteen  premises  where  fish-frying  is  carried  on  were 
visited  regularly. 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

NUMBER  AND  NATURE  OF  INSPECTIONS 

During  the  year,  the  following  visits  were  made  : — 

Number  of 

Nature  of  Inspections  Visits 


General,  sanitary  work  (Public 
Housing  Acts) 

Health  and 

388 

Housing  inspections  (Consolidated 
1925/32)  

Regulations, 

56 

Cowsheds,  dairies  and  milkshops  ... 

63 

Foodshops  and  premises  ... 

145 

Factories  and  other  premises 

93 

Public  cleansing  service 

101 

Re  infectious  diseases 

91 

Re  Shops  Act,  1934 

516 

Miscellaneous 

72 

10 


COMPLAINTS 

Sixty-one  complaints  were  received  during  the  year,  details 


of  which  are  as  follows  :• — 

Number 

Nature  of  Complaint.  Received 

Housing  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Choked  or  defective  drains  ...  ...  ...  3 

Accumulation  of  refuse,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  6 

Verminous  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Nuisances  from  smoke  and  fumes  ...  ...  5 

Nuisances  from  keeping  animals  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rat  infestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

General  insanitary  conditions  ...  ...  ...  6 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 


61 

In  every  case  where  a complaint  was  found  to  be  bona-fide, 
action  was  duly  taken. 

HOUSING. 

STATISTICS 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately 

under  (b)  ) ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  30 

(2)  By  other  Local  Authorities 

(3)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  26 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing 
Acts  : 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  (included  under 

(a)  (1)  above)  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  (included 

under  (a)  (3)  above)  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

1.  inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  ‘ 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  281 

( b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purj>ose  281 

(2)  . 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 
sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  in- 
spected and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  56 
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(/>)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  56 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unlit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub- 
head) found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  tit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  74 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
formal  notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16 
of  the  I lousing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 

repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren- 

dered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owner  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  18 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices. 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  37 

1).  Proceedings  under  Section  12of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936— 


21 


Nil 


(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms,  the  Closing  Orders  in 
respect  of  which  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered 


fit Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Overcrowding:— 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  ot  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  13 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  914 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  2 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 

relieved  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  10 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 
cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 


Five  cases  of  overcrowding  in  Council  houses  have  been 
relieved  during  the  year. 

NUISANCES  ABATED  AND  WORK  DONE. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-one  preliminary  and  18  statutory 
notices  were  served  during  the  year.  The  following  statement 
gives  details  of  the  work  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the 


Department 

HOUSING 

Defective  house  walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Gutters  and  downspouts  repaired  ...  ...  ...  11 

Windows  and  sash  cords  repaired  ...  ...  ...  11 

Ceilings  and  walls  re-plastered  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Leaking  roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

New  sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Defective  floors  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Dangerous  firegrates  rebuilt  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Yard  surfaces  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Yard  walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Insufficient  ventilation  remedied  ...  ...  ...  4 

Adequate  food  stores  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Baths  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Adequate  washing  facilities  provided  ...  ...  ...  2 

Hot  water  circulatory  systems  provided  ...  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 


DRAINAGE 

Choked  drains  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  •••  14 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  . ..  ...  . . 8 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES 

New  watercloset  basins  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cisterns  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Soilpipe  repaired  ...  ...  ...  . . ...  1 

Waste-water  tipplers  abolished  ...  ...  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

REFUSE  RECEPTACLES,  ETC. 


New  dustbins  provided  (under  notices  and  at  private 

request)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  217 


MISCELLANEOUS 

Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Rat  infestations  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dirty  houses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Nuisances  from  keeping  animals  abated  ...  ...  3 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 

Eleven  Council  houses  and  25  privately-owned  properties 
were  treated  with  hydrocyanic  acid  gas;  the  work  being  done  by 
a contractor.  The  Council  does  not  undertake  disinfestation 
work. 

Frequent  visits  of  inspection  were  made  by  the  sanitary 
inspector  and  housing  estates  manager  in  connection  with  the 
supervision  and  education  of  tenants  to  prevent  infestation 
or  re-infestation  of  Council  properties. 

The  belongings  of  tenants  rehoused  from  properties  to  be 
demolished  were  always  carefully  examined  before  removal.  If 
necessary,  fumigation  of  household  belongings  is  insisted  upon, 
but  in  no  instance  was  such  action  considered  necessary  during 
1938. 
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FACTORIES  AND  OTHER  PREMISES. 


1 he  Factories  Act,  1937,  came  into  operation  during  the  year, 
and  possibly  one  of  the  greatest  changes  of  general  interest  was 
the  disappearance  of  the  term  “ workshop  ” from  the  definition 
clauses.  Henceforth  all  factories  and  workshops  coming  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Act  will  he  known  either  as  “Factories  with 
mechanical  power  " or  “ Factories  without  mechanical  power.” 
Places  of  employment  not  falling  into  either  of  these  classifica- 
tions have  been  conveniently  grouped  under  the  general  descrip- 
tion “Other  Premises  under  the  Act.”  As  an  illustration  of  the 
latter,  the  site  of  the  building  operations  at  the  Central  School 
comes  within  the  definition  of  “Other  Premises  under  the  Act,” 
and  the  appropriate  returns  are  received  regularly  from  the 
contractors. 

I’y  resolution  of  the  Council  the  sanitary  inspector  has  been 
authorised  to  enter  and  examine  any  premises  and  make  inspec- 
tions within  the  Urban  District  which  the  Council  have  the  power 
to  examine  or  make  under  or  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of 
Sections  1 to  8,  54,  101,  102,  107,  108,  110,  111,  and  157  (Third 
Schedule)  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

Under  Part  1 of  the  Act,  the  provisions  as  to  Section  7, 
i e.,  sanitary  accommodation  and  the  Sanitary  Accommodation 
Order,  are  enforced  in  all  factories,  whether  they  have  power  or 
not,  by  the  Local  Authority.  In  addition  the  Local  Authority 
administers  the  provisions  regarding  overcrowding,  temperature 
and  ventilation  of  workrooms  and  drainage  of  doors. 

There  were  38  factories  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
and  particulars  of  inspections,  defects  found  and  remedied  are 
given  in  the  following  tables  : — 

1.  -INSPECTIONS. 


Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(2) 

Number  of 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

P) 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

24 

1 

0 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  . 

47 

4 

0 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act 

22 

4 

0 

Total 

93 

9 

0 

?•! 


2 DEEECTS  FOUND  AND  REMEDIED. 


Number  of  Defects 

Number  of 
defects  in 
respect  of 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector 

w 

which 

Prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

5 

5 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S. 2) 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3)  

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  draining  of  floors 

(SO) 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7)  : 

Insufficient  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Offences... 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Total 

14 

14 

— 

— 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ACTS  AND  ORDERS 

The  administration  of  these  Acts  and  Orders  necessitated 
frequent  visits  to  registered  premises,  and  in  addition  numerous 
inspections  were  made  of  vehicles  used  for  the  transport  and 
delivery  of  milk. 

During  the  year  16  samples  of  milk  were  examined  for 
tubercle  bacilli.  One  sample  was  found  to  be  positive  and 
appropriate  action  was  taken  by  the  County  veterinary  staff. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  18  samples  of  milk  were  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination.  Two  samples  were  reported  to 
be  unsatisfactory,  and  details  of  these  were  transmitted  to  the 
sanitary  officers  for  the  districts  concerned. 

There  were  four  cowkeepers  with  registered  premises  in 
the  district.  The  premises  were  found  to  be  generally  satisfactory, 
and  the  remodelling  of  one  cowshed  was  completed  during  the 
year. 

Registered  dairy  premises  were  well  maintained,  but 
conditions  at  some  of  the  small  general  shops  where  bottled  milk 
is  sold  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  due  principally  to  over- 
crowding of  stock  and  the  consequent  inability  of  shopkeepers 
to  keep  premises  clean. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Order,  1936,  one  dairyman  was  granted  a licence  to  pasteurise 
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milk,  and  dealers’  licences  (including  supplementary  licences) 
were  issued  as  follows  : 

Distribution  of  “Tuberculin  Tested”  milk  ...  2 

Distribution  of  “Accredited”  milk  ...  ...  1 

Distribution  of  pasteurised  milk  ...  ...  ...  1 

MEAT,  ETC. 

There  are  no  registered  or  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the 
district.  Butchers  obtain  their  supplies  from  Eccles  and  Man- 
chester. Frequent  visits  were  made  to  the  shops  and,  almost 
invariably,  the  meat  exposed  for  sale  was  found  to  be  of  good 
quality. 

OTHER  FOOD  PREMISES 

These  were  visited  regularly  and  it  was  not  found 
necessary  to  take  any  statuteary  action. 

FOOD  ADULTERATION 

The  administration  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration ) 
Act  is  carried  out  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 

By  the  courtesy  of  the  Superintendent  of  Police,  the 
following  particulars  of  samples  taken  in  the  district  during 
the  year  are  given 


Description 

No.  Taken 

Milk  

16 

Pepper 

1 

Mixed  Pickles 

1 

Coffee 

1 

Salmon  Paste 

1 

Lard 

1 

Margarine  ... 

1 

Condensed  Milk 

1 

Cocoa 

1 

Ground  Almonds  ... 

1 

Ground  Ginger 

1 

Tapioca 

1 

All  the  above  samples  were  genuine  with  the  exception  of 
two  milk  samples,  which  contained  14%  and  12%  of  added 
water.  Defendants  were  fined  30/-  and  £3  respectively,  with 
costs. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

In  May,  1937,  the  Council  agreed  to  the  sanitary  inspector 
being  appointed  a shops  inspector  under  the  County  Council 
for  a period  of  twelve  months  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out,  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council,  the  duties  required 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934. 
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flu  inspectorial  duties  were  completed  in  May,  1938,  and 
during  the  period  ot  the  scheme’s  operation  two  separate  reports 
on  each  shop  in  the  district  were  forwarded  to  the  Count) 
Medical  ( Mficer. 

Primal')  inspections  revealed  minor  contraventions  in  many 
of  the  shops  where  voung  persons  were  employed,  but  on 
subsequent  visits  the  majority  of  these  were  found  to  have  been 
remedied,  and  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  recommend  any 
statutory  action. 

With  regard  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act  respecting  heating, 
ventilation  and  sanitarv  accommodation,  these  were  generally 
found  to  be  satisfactorilv  complied  with. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICE. 

The  public  cleansing  service  continued  satisfactorily  during 
the  vear,  and  no  serious  complaints  were  received. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  4,224  refuse  receptacles 
in  the  district,  viz.  : 4,120  dustbins,  82  pail  closets,  20  privies 
and  2 dry  ashpits. 

Premises  with  movable  receptacles  were  visited  weekly,  and 
those  with  fixed  receptacles  at  intervals  of  three  or  four  weeks. 

The  general  planning  and  layout  of  the  district  necessitates 
the  bulk  of  the  collection  work  being  done  in  the  front  streets, 
and  consequently  long  “ carries  ” are  inevitable.  The  hauls  from 
various  parts  of  the  district  vary  from  one  half  to  three  and 
a half  miles. 

Two  SD  freighters  each  of  ten  cubic  yards  capacity  are 
used  for  collection  work;  one  vehicle  (rear  loading)  was 
purchased  in  1935,  the  other  (side-loading  with  canvas  covers) 
in  1930. 

These  vehicles  are  garaged  at  the  Fairhills  Transport  Depot, 
and  it  has  been  necessary  to  draw  attention  to  the  dilapidated 
condition  of  this  depot.  The  disrepair  of  the  buildings,  the 
absence  of  any  heating  arrangements,  artificial  lighting  and  water 
supply  have  created  considerable  difficulties,  particularly  during 
the  winter  months,  when  working  conditions  have  been  difficult 
for  the  men. 

The  estimated  total  weight  of  refuse  collected  and  disposed 
of  was  approximately  3,600  tons.  This  figure  is  based  upon  actual 
test  weighings  at  intervals  during  the  year. 

The  bulk  of  refuse  was  disposed  of  at  the  salvage  and 
incineration  plant  situated  at  the  Council’s  sewage  works,  the 
remainder  by  controlled  tipping. 

The  surveyor  is  responsible  for  the  supervision  of  refuse 
disposal,  the  sanitary  inspector  for  collection  services  and  salvage 
sales. 
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CLEANSING  SERVICE.— H ouse  and  Trade  Refuse. 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 


One  hundred  and  fifty-five  calls  for  services  were  received 
as  a result  of  accident  or  illness,  and  the  following  particulars 
are  given  of  the  service  rendered  during  the  year  : — 

Cases  Attended  Accidents  ...  56 

Other  cases  ...  99 

Total  ...  155 


Journeys  were  made  to  and  from  the  undermentioned 
hospitals  : — 


To 

F rom 

Total 

Park  Hospital,  Flixton 

...  50 

...  6 

56 

Salford  Royal  Hospital 

...  36 

...  8 

...  44 

Manchester  Royal  Infirmary 

...  5 

2 

7 

Stretford  Memorial  Hospital 

...  3 

— 

3 

Green  Lane  Institution 

...  3 

1 

...  4 

Ancoats  Hospital,  Manchester 

...  2 

— 

...  2 

Manchester  Northern  Hospital  ... 

1 

1 

...  2 

St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Manchester  ... 

...  — 

...  5 

...  5 

Eccles  & Patricroft  Hospital 

...  4 

...  2 

...  6 

Christie’s  Hospital,  Manchester  ... 

...  - — 

1 

1 

Warrington  Infirmary 

1 

...  — - 

1 

105  ...  26  ...  131 


To  or  from  premises  other  than  hospitals 


24 


Total 


155 


The  total  expenditure  in  connection  with  the  ambulance 
service  was  <£287,  and  the  income  was  £112,  thus  leaving  a net 
cost  to  the  Council  of  £175.  The  total  mileage  registered  was 
2,777,  giving  an  average  of  17.92  miles  per  journey. 
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REGISTER  OF  RAINFALL. 


A 5 in.  diameter  rain-gauge  is  kept  at  the  Council’s  sewage 
works  on  ground  forty-two  feet  above  sea  level.  The  following 
table  gives  a record  of  the  observations  taken  in  1938  : — 


Month 

Total 

Rainfall 

ins. 

No.  of 
days  rain 
fell 

No.  of 
days  no 
rain 

[anuary 

4-01 

21 

10 

February 

0 • 68 

6 

22 

March 

1 -29 

6 

25 

April 

0-40 

2 

28 

May  

3-85 

17 

14 

June 

3-37 

18 

12 

July  

4-16 

22 

9 

; August  ... 

3-03 

18 

13 

September 

1 -64 

17 

13 

October  ... 

5-87 

20 

11 

November 

4-41 

20 

10 

December 

3-16 

18 

13 

Totals 

35  • 87 

185 

180 
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The  following  is  an  abridgment  of  a special  report  to  the  Council 
by  the  Medical  Officer  and  Sanitary  Inspector  on  investigations  into 
an  outbreak  of  smallpox  which  occurred  in  the  Urban  District  during 
the  months  of  July  and  August,  1938. 


On  Thursday,  21st  July,  1938,  acting  on  information  received 
from  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Medical  Officer 
and  Sanitary  Inspector  visited  the  local  works  of  the  L.S.C.  Ltd. 
and,  after  interviewing  the  employment  manager,  proceeded  to 
the  ambulance  room  and  there  examined  J.G.,  aged  21  years,  a 
resident  of  Wigan  who  was  suspected  of  having  smallpox. 

The  Medical  Officer  on  examining  the  youth  formed  the 
opinion  that  he  was  suffering  from  smallpox  and,  as  the  disease 
was  in  the  defervescent  stage,  he  was  also  of  opinion  that  the 
patient  had  contracted  the  infection  several  weeks  before. 

It  is  perhaps  material  to  state  that  the  patient  reported 
having  visited  his  panel  doctor  on  or  about  the  11th  June,  when 
he  had  complained  of  feeling  ill.  lie  remained  under  treatment 
until  the  16th  July  and,  after  being  certified  fit,  resumed  work  in 
this  district  on  Monday,  18th  July. 

It  was  ascertained  that  the  patient  lived  at  home  with  h's 
father,  mother  and  sister,  and  travelled  by  train  daily  to  and 
from  work.  He  had  never  been  vaccinated. 

Questioned  further  the  patient  stated  that  his  sister  (aged  18 
years)  who  was  employed  at  a cotton-spinning  mill,  had  been 
away  from  work  several  weeks  but  had  returned  to  her  employ- 
ment about  the  beginning  of  July.  Loth  his  sister  and  father 
had  had  “a  few  spots.” 

Dr.  A.  C.  Crawford,  an  assistant  County  Medical  Officer, 
was  called  in  and  confirmed  the  diagnosis  of  variola  major.  The 
case  was  then  removed  to  the  Warrington  Smallpox  Hospital. 
Sankey.  The  day  following.  Dr.  Crawford  and  your  Medical 
( )fficer  visited  the  smallpox  hospital  and  there  saw  the  patient’s 
aunt  who,  it  transpired,  had  nursed  both  the  patient  and  his 
sister.  The  aunt  was  undoubtedly  suffering  from  smallpox. 

The  discovery  of  smallpox  in  a district  necessitates  ihe 
immediate  adoption  of  all  possible  preventive  measures  if  the 
control  of  the  disease  is  to  be  successful.  Thus,  the  presence 
of  one  case  in  a works  where  upwards  of  3,250  are  employed 
entailed  a considerable  amount  of  anxious  work;  particularly 
when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  the  patient  was  free  to  move  about 
the  works  from  the  18th  to  the  21st  July. 

Lists  of  all  persons  who  had  been  in  contact  with  the  patient 
were  readily  produced  by  the  employment  manager  of  the  works 
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concerned,  and  these  contacts  were  either  interviewed  at  their 
employment  or  in  their  own  homes. 

The  importance  of  early  vaccination  or  re-vaccination  as  the 
only  safeguard  for  persons  who  have  been  exposed  to  the 
infection  of  smallpox  was  carefully  explained  to  all  contacts, 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  record  that  in  only  one  instance 
was  the  protection  refused— the  refusal  being  a declaration  of 
conscientious  objection  by  the  parent  of  the  youth  concerned. 

The  majority  of  vaccinations  were  performed  at  the  works, 
and  in  this  connexion  the  valuable  assistance  rendered  by  the 
employment  department  undoubtedly  went  a long  way  towards 
the  successful  control  of  the  outbreak.  The  co-operation  given, 
particularly  with  regard  to  the  organising  of  men  who  were 
operating  on  the  three-shift  system,  was  invaluable;  and  large 
numbers  of  contacts  was  vaccinated  with  the  mimimum  of  inter- 
ference either  to  work  or  leisure. 

92  persons  from  twelve  districts  were  found  t0'  have  been  in 
direct  contact  with  the  first  case,  and  of  this  number  91  were 
vaccinated  within  48  hours  of  the  patient’s  removal  to  hospital. 

Complete  lists  of  contacts  were  forwarded  to  the  various 
authorities  concerned,  and  contacts  residing  in  this  district  were 
visited  daily.  Some  difficulties  arose  when  it  was  found  that  a 
number  of  contacts  had  left  the  district  for  their  holidays.  But 
in  all  cases  destinations  were  traced  and  information  forwarded 
to  the  health  authorities. 

A further  precaution  which  proved  a valuable  check  on  the 
movements  of  contacts  was  an  arrangement  with  the  works’ 
employment  department  to  notify  all  absentees  from  duty.  These 
absentees  were  given  particular  attention,  and  when  considered 
ncessarv  were  visited  either  by  their  own  panel  doctors  or  your 
Medical  Officer. 

The  medical  practitioners  in  the  district  were  informed  of 
the  outbreak  and  requested  to  co-operate  by  notifying  any  doubt- 
ful cases  of  chickenpox ; particularly  in  connexion  with 
middle-aged  or  elderly  patients  where  diagnostic  confirmation 
would  be  desirable. 

The  Council,  on  the  advice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
made  chickenpox  compulsorily  notifiable  up  to  and  including  the 
31st  October,  1938. 

On  Tuesday,  2nd  August,  twelve  days  after  the  removal  of 
the  first  case,  Dr.  Stocks,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 


Urmston  Urban  District,  reported  a contact  having  developed 
smallpox.  And  on  the  3rd  August  Dr.  Stocks  intimated  that  two 
further  cases  had  been  diagnosed. 

I he  appearance  of  further  cases  increased  the  contacts 
considerably,  and  the  total  number  of  persons  known  to  have 
been  in  direct  contact  with  infection  was  224.  Of  this  number 
109  resided  in  this  district.  Vaccination  work  continued  and 
posters  drawing  the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  prevalence  of 
smallpox  in  the  district  and  the  necessity  of  safeguarding 
themselves  and  their  children  were  exhibited. 

Events  after  the  fourth  case  proceeded  normally.  Contacts 
were  kept  under  observation.  The  public  vaccinator  held 
frequent  inspections  at  the  works,  and  the  County  health  officials 
continued  their  valuable  assistance  in  tracing  and  visiting 
doubtful  cases  of  illness. 

This  routine  was  continued  for  eighteen  days  after  the  last 
known  date  on  which  the  works  was  exposed  to  infection,  and 
at  the  end  of  that  period  (20th  August),  no  further  cases  having 
been  reported,  the  works  were  regarded  as  free  from  attack  of 
the  disease. 

In  our  opinion  the  original  focus  of  infection  was 
undoubtedly  in  Wigan,  and  a missed  case  resulted  in  the  infection 
being  carried  to  this  district  and  thence  by  contact  to  Urmston. 
Only  by  the  most  fortuitous  chance  did  the  district  escape  what 
may  have  been  a full-grown  epidemic,  when  from  July  18th 
to  21st  an  undiscovered  case  of  smallpox  had  the  opportunity  of 
infecting  all  and  sundry. 

VACCINATION. 

The  tracing  and  surveillance  of  contacts  would  to  a great 
extent  be  purposeless  if  it  were  not  for  the  part  which  vaccination 
plays  in  the  preventive  system. 

If  a contact  accepts  vaccination  within  a day  or  two  of 
exposure  to  infection  and  the  vaccination  “ takes,”  then  in  all 
propability  he  will  escape  the  disease.  And  when  it  is  known 
that  a community  has  been  in  direct  contact  with  infection  the 
community  in  question  should  be  vaccinated  forthwith. 

This  preventive  measure  has  become  a standard  practice 
throughout  the  country,  and  in  dealing  with  the  recent  outbreak 
the  procedure  proved  to  be  effective. 

Upwards  of  330  vaccinations  were  performed  by  the  Public 
Vaccinator  and  296  of  these  “ took  ” successfully. 

Unfortunately,  one  case  of  acute  nervous  disorder  (acute 


poliomyelitis,  post  vaccinal)  was  reported  amongst  the  contacts 
who  had  accepted  vaccination  after  the  discovery  of  the  first 
case  of  smallpox. 

The  patient,  aged  18  years,  was  primarily  vaccinated  on  the 
23rd  July,  after  being  in  direct  contact  with  infection  48  hours 
previously. 

The  patient’s  vaccination  “ took  ” very  well,  hut  on 
6th  August,  the  fifteenth  day,  symptoms  of  nervous  disease 
appeared,  shortly  followed  by  complete  paraplegia. 

The  case  was  removed  to  Monsall  Isolation  Hospital, 
Manchester,  and  made  a complete  recovery. 

Apart  from  this  one  unfortunate  case  (the  condition, 
according  to  statistics,  is  extremely  rare)  no  concomitant 
circumstances  were  reported. 

Finally,  it  is  with  great  pleasure  that  we  acknowledge  the 
invaluable  assistance  given  throughout  the  investigations  by  all 
concerned.  The  splendid  co-operation  of  the  County  health 
officials,  the  prompt  and  efficient  services  of  the  works’  manage- 
ment. and  the  industrious  work  of  the  public  vaccinators  were 
all  that  could  be  desired. 


JOSEPH  W.  ROBERTS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

E.  F.  ATHERTON, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


